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AGENDA 

Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors 

Orange Cove Irrigation District 

March 13th, 2019 @ 11:30 A.M. 

Members of the public may directly address the Board of Directors on any item of interest to the public 

within the Board’s subject matter jurisdiction before or during the Board’s consideration of the item in 

accordance with Government Code Section 54954.3 (Brown Act).  At the discretion of the District, all 

items appearing on the agenda, whether or not expressly listed for action, may be deliberated upon and 

may be subject to action by the District.  The sequence of agendized items are subject to change. 

1. Call to order. (Actionable) 

2. Additions / Modifications to Agenda. (Actionable) 

3. Public Comment. 

4. Approval of February 2019 Draft Board of Directors Meeting Minutes. (Actionable) 

5. Ratification of Bills – The Board will consider ratification of warrants paid since the 
previous Board Meeting.  (Actionable) 

6. Monthly Report – A discussion pertaining to on-going District activities such as; 

delinquent payers, financial standing, power plant income and water operations, 
water management and related activities. (Informational) 

7. Opt-Out Request Recording – The Board will consider approving recording with the 
County, those executed and notarized requests received to date. (Actionable) 

8. Water User Rebate – The Board will discuss and consider the magnitude of a 

potential rebate to District water users prorated based on relative water account 

usage from March 1, 2018 through February 1, 2019. (Actionable) 

9. Water Management – The Board will discuss the outlook for current Contract Year 

water supplies. The Board will discuss the merits of changing the 2019 Rules and 

Regulations with respect to the “90 % Rule” in a year when the FKC is planned to 
be dewatered. (Actionable) 

10. Hydropower Facilities Update – The Board will discuss the status of operation and revenue from the District’s 
and FPA’s facilities. (Informational) 

11. District FWA Board Representative – The Board will discuss adopting a policy to rotate Board member 
representation on the FWA and FPA Boards on a two year cycle. (Actionable) 

12. Closed Session – The Board will go into closed session to discuss with special legal counsel Sawyers an 

Agreement with New Current Water and Land for services related to marketing and management of the 

District’s Mill Creek water right.  The Board will consider executing an Agreement with New Current Water 

and Land. 

13. Open Session – The Board will return to Open Session and disclose any reportable action taken in Closed 
Session. 

14. Friant Water Authority Issues – Board will discuss issues associated with the Friant Water Authority.  
(Informational) 

15. Adjourn – The Board will adjourn, setting the time for the April 2019 Regular Board meeting. (Actionable) 
A person with a qualifying disability under the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 may request the District to provide a 

disability-related modification or accommodation in order to participate in any public meeting of the District.  Such assistance 

includes appropriate alternative formats for the agenda and agenda packets used for any public meetings of the District. Requests 

for such assistance and for agendas and agenda packets shall be made in person, by telephone, facsimile, or written 

correspondence to Fergus Morrissey at the District office, at least 48 hours before a public District meeting. Materials related to an 

item on this agenda submitted to the Board of Directors after distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection 

at OCID’s office, 1130 Park Boulevard, Orange Cove, California, 93646, during normal business hours. 
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Fergus A. Morrissey 
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General Legal Counsel 
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Young Wooldridge, LLP 



Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Orange Cove Irrigation 

District held on Wednesday February 13, 2019.  Chairman Bailey called the meeting to 

order at 11:38 A.M., with the following Directors and Officers present: 

 

 Directors Present:    Harvey Bailey, Chairman 

 H.A. “Gus” Collin, III – Vice Chairman 

 David Brown - Director 

 Arlen Miller, Director 

 Russell Katayama, Director  

 

Officers: Fergus A. Morrissey, Engineer-Manager/Secretary 

 Robert Ramirez, Controller/Treasurer 

 

Others:  Keith Clem - Staff 

  

 

1. Call to order 

Chairman Bailey called the regular Board of Directors meeting for February 2019 to order at 

11:38 A.M., with a quorum of Directors present for the entirety of the meeting. 

 

2. Approval of the Agenda 

No alterations were suggested.  Director Brown motioned, and Director Miller seconded the 

motion to approve the Agenda.  The Board voted unanimously in favor of accepting the 

agenda.  

 

3. Public Comment 

No public was present at the meeting.     

 

4. Approval of Draft January 2019 Board Meeting Minutes. 

Director Brown motioned, and Director Katayama seconded to the motion to accept the 

draft minutes for January 2019 emailed to the Directors, as final. The Board voted 

unanimously in favor of finalizing the draft minutes provided in the Board Packet. 

 

5. Ratification of Bills 
Controller Ramirez recapitulated the Warrants for the period from January 4, 2019 to 

February 9, 2019 to be ratified by the Board. Director Brown motioned to ratify the bills 

and Director Katayama seconded the motion. The Board voted unanimously in favor of 

ratifying the bills under consideration during the noted period. 

 

6. Monthly Report 

Controller Ramirez covered Items A through J of the monthly report; including delinquent 

stand-by charges categorized into “troubled assets” (foreclosures, hardship and no 

response) and late payments.  Other items discussed were total water deliveries for January 

of 151-acre feet with a March – January total diversion of 34,646 which is 2,180-acre feet 

behind the usage for the same period last year.  This year to year difference is mostly 

attributable to the lack of need for frost water deliveries in December 2018 vs. December 

2017.  At this time, residual available supply is approximately 1,404-acre feet, considering 

the exchange to TMR is effectively carryover for next year’s supply (behind Pine Flat 



Dam).   

 

Also discussed were various financial categories including District power plant revenues, 

Friant Power Authority power plant revenues, LAIF balance and performance and return 

on CD’s.  Legal expenses to date were also summarized.   

 

Mr. Clem reviewed the Monthly O&M Report with the Board.  The Board commented that 

the O&M report was very well done and provided a very good overview of the activities of 

the District’s O&M Staff. 

No action was taken by the Board on this topic. 

 

7. Water User Rebate 

The Board deferred any action on this item, tabling the decision to no sooner than the 

March 2019 Board meeting. 

No action was taken by the Board on this topic. 

 

8. Water Management 

Manager Morrissey discussed the water supply situation and current snowpack conditions.  

As far as 2019 water supply, at this time under the 50% exceedence forecast there is about 

50% Class 2.   It was noted that 4,000 acre-feet of surplus supply was transferred to Tulare 

ID in an exchange arrangement.  The prospect of rescheduling the residual supply, 

presently estimated at 1,200 acre feet, is an evolving decision to be evaluated. 

Morrissey noted that for the first time, the Bureau has made a blanket approval to allow 

pre-use of Class 2 supply, ahead of the new Contract Year, of 10% in order to alleviate 

storage pressure which will hit Millerton Lake sooner or later.  The more water moved 

now, the later that pressure will be unavoidable and the less amount of water will be spilled 

into the SJR. 

No action was taken by the Board on this topic. 

 

9. Hydropower Facilities 

Manager Morrissey reported that FWR continues to run at its maximum potential, and with 

flows ramping up in the FKC, KRSH is running all four units.  No action was taken by the 

Board on this topic. 

 

10. Closed Session 

The Board went into Closed Session to discuss real property negotiations. 

 

11. Open Session 

The Board returned to Open Session with no reportable action. 

 

12. FWA General Member Issues 

The Board had significant discussion regarding the current Cost Recovery Methodology 

(CRM) and the impacts of distributing subsidence fix costs according thereto.  There is 

consensus that this is a deep concern as it is not appropriate for this project, or for any 

extraordinary project that needs to be undertaken on the FKC, to be paid for in 

accordance with the current CRM.   

Manager Morrissey noted that he provided the Friant Managers group with an analysis of 

the beneficiary / cost imbalance and a hypothetical solution where all beneficiaries pay 



equally, on a per acre foot basis, for water they have the ability to receive by virtue of the 

fix…. on a Contractor Contract basis.  The degree of imbalance and the magnitude of the 

costs associated with the fix under the current CRM, render its utilization for this purpose, 

in the opinion of Manager Morrissey, to be contrary to Reclamation Law.  Manager 

Morrissey has asked FWA for legal vetting of the imbalance and beneficiary pay principal 

issue by FWA’s Reclamation Law expert Bedeck.  Manager Morrissey noted to FWA and 

the Board, that the FWA position on the DMC-Aqueduct intertie taken in 2012 with which 

Reclamation agreed, is contrary to what seems to be their current position that beneficiary 

pay not be part of the basis for cost distribution. 

The Board requested that Manager Morrissey and Chairman Bailey work together on a 

letter to the Friant Board expressing their concern.  The Board discussed having every 

Director of the District present at the next FWA Board meeting on February 28. 

No action was taken by the Board on this topic. 

13. Adjourn 
The Board adjourned the meeting at 5:15 P.M. and set the next meeting for Wednesday 

March 13, 2019 at 11:30 at the District Office in Orange Cove. 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Harvey A. Bailey, Board Chairman 

 

 

_____________________________   

 Fergus A. Morrissey, Board Secretary 


